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Overview 
 

 
Release 2.1 of the Appellate CM/ECF application contains new features for Appellate PACER 
access and Appellate Electronic Case Filing. This document is provided as a resource for PACER 
and attorney users who were using the CM/ECF release 2.0.3 software and will now be accessing 
PACER or filing electronically in Appellate Release 2.1.  
 
Release 2.1.1, 2.1.2, and 2.1.3 included changes for Appellate PACER access and Appellate 
Electronic Case Filing. The updates are listed in this document with the relevant release number 
noted in bold.   
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Public Access Changes 
 

1 All PACER Users 

1.1 New Checkbox View Multiple Documents 

The PACER Docket Report now includes several new features for combining multiple docket 
entries and related PDF documents into one combined PDF document. A new check box, 
View Multiple Documents, is available on the Docket Report Filter page.  
 
In release 2.1.2, an update was made to now make this check box default a checked. 

 

 
  

If selected, two options display at the bottom of the docket entry section in the Full Docket 
Report page with the following labels: “Documents and Docket Summary” and “Documents 
Only”.  In addition, a checkbox will display next to each docket entry allowing the PACER 
user to select which documents to combine. Below the new checkbox, the total number of 
pages and file size for the docket entry’s main document and any attachments are listed. At the 
bottom of the report, the total number of pages and file size for all selected entries will be 
automatically summed. Once the user is finished selecting the desired entries and one of the 
options, he/she will select the View Selected button to view the combined PDF.  
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         Full Docket Report Page with View Multiple Documents Option 

 
 

 
If the user selects the View Selected button without first selecting any entries, the following 
error message displays:  
 

 
 
If the user selects the “Documents and Docket Summary” option, the combined PDF 
document will include a summary report of the selected entries on the first page of the PDF.  
 
 
 
The report includes the following information for each selected docket entry: 

 
 Filed - docket entry filing date 
 Document Description - hyperlink to document(s) and document description 
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 Page - the page number for the document  
 Docket Text - docket text for the selected entry  

 
 

Example Docket Summary Report 

 
 
 
Prior to viewing the combined PDF document, the Download Confirmation page will display 
listing a transaction receipt (if configured for the PACER user) for each selected entry. The 
confirmation page includes a summary of the total billed pages and total cost. A billing receipt is 
generated for the Docket Summary Report.  
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Sample Download Confirmation  

 

 
 
Once the user accepts the charges, the combined PDF document will display and if the Docket 
Summary option was included, the first page will include the summary report. A bookmark feature 
is also available to the PACER user to allow easy navigation among the selected documents. The 
user can access the bookmarks by selecting the Bookmarks tab. The format for the bookmarks is 
based on the court configuration of the Docket Report and whether the court is setup to display 
documents as numbers or icons. The example bookmarks shown below are for a court set up to use 
document icons. 
 
 Example Bookmarks 
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1.2 Hyperlinks for Associated Cases on Docket Report 

The Associated Cases and Prior Cases section on the Docket Report was modified to display 
the case numbers as a hyperlink. The hyperlink will now take the user directly to the Docket 
Report for the selected case number.  
 

 
 

1.3  Hyperlinks for Originating Case Numbers 

Previously, the originating case number hyperlink was only available on the PACER Case 
Selection page. Now, the originating court information section on the Docket Report also 
displays the originating case number as a hyperlink to the originating court. The hyperlink will 
take the user directly to the originating court’s query or docket report page based on the circuit 
court’s configuration.  
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1.4  Registration for Court Reporters  
A new court reporter radio button has been added to the PACER Service Center interface, so 
that a public user can register as a court reporter. If a particular court is not accepting court 
reporters for ECF registration, a message will indicate this in the e-mail that is sent after the 
registration process is complete. 
 

 
 
 

1.5 Confirmation Page Change for PACER Users with Receipts Turned Off 

Release 2.1.1: Previously, a confirmation page that confirmed the case, document numbers 
and size, and option for inclusion of PDF header always displayed for PACER users when 
accessing a document even if the user had their account setting preference for billing receipts 
turned off. A change was made to no longer display this confirmation page for PACER users 
with receipts turned off thus including the PDF Header is now the default for all PACER users 
with receipts turned off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Public Access Release Notes 6/26/2009 Page 9 
CM/ECF Appellate Release 2.1 

1.6 New PACER Warning Message 

2.1.1: The Case Query page in PACER displays the party and attorney names as hyperlinks, 
and if a user selects the hyperlink a search is performed for all cases in which the person is 
linked. This could result in hundreds of pages of results; therefore, a new warning message 
was added before the search is performed allowing the user to confirm the search.  

 
 

        
 

1.7  PDF Header Fix 

2.1.2: Previously, when a PACER user with billing receipts turned off combined PDF 
documents, the PDF header was not automatically added. An update was made now to always 
show the PDF header when combining PDF documents, and the PACER user has billing 
receipts turned off. 
 

1.8 New Redaction Message 

Release 2.1.3: A new redaction message with hyperlinked text to the actual rules was added to 
the PACER login page. 
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2 Attorney Users  

2.1 Daily Summary Recipients 

The daily summary email format now displays the case title in brackets after the display of the 
case number.   
 
 

 
 
 

2.2 New CM/ECF Warning Message 

In release 2.1.2, the Administrative Office is taking a number of steps to ensure that the 
privacy protections established in the federal rules can be more easily followed; therefore, a  
new notice will display on all court’s main ECF login page to help remind litigants of their 
obligation under the law to redact personal identifier information.  
 
IMPORTANT: All filings with the court - including attachments - must comply with Fed. R. 
App. P. 25(a)(5): Social Security or taxpayer-identification numbers; dates of birth; names of 
minor children; financial account numbers; and home addresses in criminal cases, may not 
appear except as allowed by Fed. R. Civ. P. 5.2, Fed. R. Crim. P. 49.1 or Fed. R. Bankr. P. 
9037. 
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2.3 Changes to Public Filer Login Page and New Redaction Messages 
Release 2.1.3 

1)   The banner language on the CM/ECF login pages used by public users was modified to 
note the importance of redaction responsibilities for attorney filers. 

 
2)   A new hyperlink to the relevant rules is listed in the banner language. 

 
3)   A new checkbox was added to the CM/ECF login page and requires a public filer to check 

the checkbox before they are able to log in, to verify that they have read the redaction 
message. 

Revised Public Filer Login Page 

 
 
A new banner was also added with the text "Have you redacted?" to the final Event Review 
confirmation pop-up that is the final pop-up displayed when a public filer dockets an event. 
 

 


